The role of the clinical health psychologist in the management of chronic paediatric illness. A report of 2 cases.
Behavioural problems in chronically ill children are common and adequate provision for holistic management is necessary. It appears preferable for psychological intervention to start not when the child is referred with behavioural problems but as soon as the medical condition is diagnosed. These children, and their families, are usually in need of psychological care from the earliest stages of the disease process. Two case reports are cited in this context. The role of the clinical health psychologist is emphasised.